
Top 10 Ways to Get Your Home Ready to Sell
Selling your home is more than putting a sign in the yard—it’s about making a strong first impression 
that attracts buyers, increases value, and helps your home sell faster and for top dollar. Whether you’re 
preparing to list soon or just starting to think about selling, these 10 proven tips will help you get your 
home market-ready.

1. Declutter and Depersonalize

Buyers want to imagine themselves living in your home. Remove excess furniture, personal photos, 
collections, and anything that makes rooms feel crowded.

Pro tip: If you haven’t used it in a year, consider storing or donating it.

2. Deep Clean Every Space

A clean home signals that it has been well cared for. Pay special attention to kitchens, bathrooms, 
baseboards, windows, and floors.

Don’t forget: Light fixtures, ceiling fans, and grout—buyers notice the details.

3. Make Minor Repairs

Small issues can make buyers question the overall condition of the home.

Fix:



Leaky faucets
Loose door handles
Cracked tiles
Burnt-out light bulbs
Squeaky doors

These low-cost fixes can prevent buyers from negotiating your price down.

4. Boost Curb Appeal

First impressions matter. The exterior is the first thing buyers see—online and in person.

Simple upgrades:

Fresh mulch and trimmed landscaping
Power wash driveway and walkways
Clean or repaint the front door
New house numbers or a welcome mat

5. Neutralize Paint Colors

Bold colors can turn buyers away. Neutral tones help rooms feel larger, brighter, and more inviting.

Best choices: Soft grays, warm whites, beige, or light greige tones.

6. Stage for Maximum Impact

Proper staging highlights your home’s best features and helps buyers understand the layout.

You can:

Rearrange existing furniture
Add throw pillows and fresh linens
Use mirrors to enhance light
Bring in greenery or flowers

Staged homes often sell faster and for more money.

7. Let the Light In

Bright homes feel more welcoming and spacious.

Open all curtains and blinds
Replace dim bulbs with brighter (soft white) lighting
Clean windows thoroughly

Light sells homes.

8. Focus on Kitchens and Bathrooms



These rooms sell houses. You don’t need a full remodel—small updates go a long way.

Quick wins:

New cabinet hardware
Fresh caulk and grout
Updated faucets
Clean or refinish cabinets

9. Eliminate Odors

Smells can instantly turn buyers away—even if they love the home.

Remove pet odors
Take out trash daily
Avoid strong air fresheners
Open windows before showings

A fresh, clean scent is best.

10. Work With a Real Estate Professional Early

A knowledgeable real estate agent can help you prioritize improvements that deliver the highest 
return on investment. From pricing strategy to staging advice and marketing, professional guidance 
can make all the difference.

Final Thoughts

Getting your home ready to sell doesn’t have to be overwhelming. By focusing on these key areas, 
you’ll attract more buyers, receive stronger offers, and reduce time on the market.

If you’re thinking about selling and want a personalized home preparation plan, I’d be happy to help 
you determine what matters most for your specific home and market.


